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Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues

to join me in wishing all the best for Jenny in
her new endeavor, and to let her know that we
will miss her every day and will always be
grateful for what she’s done for the Congress
and our national defense.

f

THE BOOKER T. WASHINGTON
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE AT
HAMPTON UNIVERSITY

HON. ROBERT C. SCOTT
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
today to introduce ‘‘The Booker T. Washington
Leadership Act of 1999’’. This legislation will
establish the Booker T. Washington Leader-
ship Institute at Hampton University in Hamp-
ton, Virginia.

Booker T. Washington is perhaps the most
renowned alumnus of Hampton University. His
vision championed the idea that black colleges
and universities should embrace the responsi-
bility not only to train men and women in their
disciplines and trades, but to create and sus-
tain new institutions and communities driven
by the principle of service—service to God,
country, and humankind.

The mission of this Institute reflects this vi-
sion. It is based on Hampton University’s fun-
damental premise that leadership development
is best understood and achieved in the moral
context of social responsibility and service to
society. The Institute will be committed to the
development of ethical values, interpersonal
skills and the competencies that are required
for effective leadership in a broad range of
business, civic and political environments.

Hampton University is uniquely prepared to
launch this Institute. For the past 130 years,
Hampton University has promoted higher edu-
cation and positive character development as
the cornerstones of effective leadership and
responsible citizenship. Initially founded in
1868 to train promising young men and
women to teach and lead their recently eman-
cipated people, it has grown into a com-
prehensive university, offering a broad range
of technical, liberal arts, pre-professional, pro-
fessional and graduate degree programs. Over
the past twenty years, Hampton University has
doubled the student population from 2,700 to
7,000, and the average student SAT score
has increased by 300 points. Forty-five aca-
demic programs have been added, including
graduate degree programs in Business Admin-
istration, Museum Studies, Applied Mathe-
matics and Chemistry, with PhD programs in
Physics, Pharmacy, Physical Therapy and
Nursing. Over 40% of Hampton University
graduates enter graduate school within 5
years.

The Booker T. Washington Leadership Insti-
tute combines the heritage of Hampton Uni-
versity with the vision of Booker T. Wash-
ington, to educate young people with the
knowledge, skills, insights, and positive values
necessary for leading the United States into
the new millennium.

Mr. Speaker, I submit the Booker T. Wash-
ington Leadership Act for my colleagues con-
sideration.

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING
DIABETES

SPEECH OF

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to
be a cosponsor of this important resolution ex-
pressing our continued commitment to the
fight against diabetes.

Diabetes is one of the most costly health
problems in America. More than 1 out of every
10 health care dollars in the United States,
and about 1 out of every 4 Medicare dollars is
spent on care for people with diabetes.

The devastation caused by diabetes, how-
ever, goes far beyond the financial costs. Over
16 million Americans suffer from this chronic
disease for which there is no cure. Diabetes is
the seventh leading cause of death in the
United States.

While over 10 million Americans know that
they are living with diabetes, another 5.4 mil-
lion people are not even aware that they have
the disease. Many people only realize that
they have diabetes when they develop a life-
threatening complication like blindness, kidney
disease, nerve damage, heart disease or
stroke.

Early diagnosis and treatment can help re-
duce the risk of these terrible complications. I
am pleased to note that constituents in my
district have access to a number of out-
standing diabetes education programs, includ-
ing those at the Children’s Hospital of Wis-
consin, Clement J. Zablocki VA Medical Cen-
ter, Columbia Hospital, Froedtert Memorial Lu-
theran Hospital, St. Francis Hospital, St.
Luke’s Medical Center, Waukesha Memorial
Hospital, and West Allis Memorial Hospital.
The resolution before us today recognizes the
important role that these dedicated health pro-
fessionals and volunteers play in the fight
against diabetes.

Mr. Speaker, these health providers and
their patients need our help. Improvements in
technology and the general growth in scientific
knowledge have created unprecedented op-
portunities for advances that might lead to bet-
ter treatments, prevention, and ultimately a
cure. Congress has a responsibility to support
this critical, life-saving research. I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution and affirm
their commitment to find a cure for diabetes.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN P.
POWELL

HON. BOB RILEY
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 17, 1999

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize John P. Powell, who was honored on
November 14, 1999, at the official dedication
of the newly named J.P. Powell Middle School
in Chambers County, Alabama.

John P. Powell was born in Chambers
County, Alabama, on September 13, 1912.
After graduating from Florida A&M University,
he began his teaching career at Langdale
School in 1949. On September 24, 1954, he
became the principal of the Chambers County

Training School (renamed Southside Elemen-
tary School during the 1970–71 school year)
and remained its principal for 27 years until
his retirement on May 28, 1976. The Cham-
bers County Board of Education by official ac-
tion renamed the school, now a middle school
for grades 6–8, in Professor Powell’s honor on
May 19, 1999.

During his career and after his retirement,
Mr. Powell was active in the Lafayette, Ala-
bama, community. He served on the Cham-
bers County Industrial Board and was active in
the Chambers County Extension Service. His
community involvement included the Red
Cross, the United Givers Fund, Powell Chapel
United Methodist Church, the Chambers
County Retired Teachers organization and
senior citizens’ groups. Even now, at the age
of 87, Professor Powell is president of the Bir-
mingham Rehabilitation Center where he re-
sides.

In 1991, the Lafayette City Council pro-
claimed John Powell Day in Lafayette. In the
resolution issued, Mr. Powell was commended
for his community involvement and his leader-
ship, particularly in the fields of education, in-
dustry and race relations. Now, once again, he
is being recognized for what he has done to
promote respect between races and the value
of education for his students. Most important,
however, he is recognized for his life-long
commitment to public service.

I join the residents of Chambers County in
thanking John P. Powell and saluting him on
this special day of recognition.
f

CONDEMNING ARMENIAN
ASSASSINATIONS

SPEECH OF

HON. PETER T. KING
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 16, 1999

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my concern about the violence that re-
cently took place in Armenia. The Prime Min-
ister and the Speaker of the Parliament, as
well as other prominent Armenian politicians,
were killed in a hail of gunfire on the floor of
the Armenian Parliament.

Besides my deep concern and sympathy for
the individuals who were brutally murdered
and for their families and friends, I fear that
this event could cause a delay or postpone-
ment of the peace talks currently underway
between Armenia and Azerbaijan. Thankfully,
both governments have stated that the peace
process will not be interrupted by this tragic
event.

Armenia should step up its efforts to push
the peace process along. The conflict between
Armenia and Azerbaijan has been going on for
11 years now, and more than 30,000 people
have been killed and over a million refugees
created on both sides, including over 800,000
in Azerbaijan. It is time to reach a peace
agreement, and Presidents Heydar Aliyev of
Azerbaijan and Robert Kocharian of Armenia
have met four times in recent months to dis-
cuss such a settlement.

As original sponsor of legislation designed
to repeal Section 907 of the Freedom Support
Act, I would like to draw your attention to a
statement in the New York Times, that ap-
peared on November 3, urging to loft ‘‘the ban
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